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Water Supply

Bell County WCID#1 Conservation Workshop, 
February 7, 2024

Presented by
Aaron Abel, Water Services Manager
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2021-2024 Drought Evolution

The Brazos River Authority > About Us > Water Supply > Drought

https://brazos.org/About-Us/Water-Supply/Drought
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High Plains Regional Climate Center: https://hprcc.unl.edu/
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Cumulative Rainfall since Oct. 1, 2023
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Texas Water Development Board, Water Data For Texas, https://waterdatafortexas.org/
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March 17, 2022
Entered Stage 1

August 2, 2023
Entered Stage 2

Texas Water Development Board, Water Data For Texas, https://waterdatafortexas.org/
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Texas Water Development Board, Water Data For Texas, https://waterdatafortexas.org/
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March 17, 2022
Entered Stage 1

August 4, 2023
Entered Stage 2

Texas Water Development Board, Water Data For Texas, https://waterdatafortexas.org/



B
 r

 a
 z

 o
 s 

  R
 i 

v 
e 

r 
  A

 u
 t 

h 
o 

r 
i t

 y



B
 r

 a
 z

 o
 s 

  R
 i 

v 
e 

r 
  A

 u
 t 

h 
o 

r 
i t

 y



B
 r

 a
 z

 o
 s 

  R
 i 

v 
e 

r 
  A

 u
 t 

h 
o 

r 
i t

 y
Updates to Drought Contingency Plan and 

Water Conservation Plan

• 5-yr updates required by Texas Admin. Code, 
Title 30, Chapter 288

• Due May 1, 2024

• Both plans to be submitted to TCEQ and TWDB

• Coordinated through the Regional Water 
Planning Process
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Little River Watershed 
Integrated Water 
Resources Plan
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 y BRA Little 
River System

The BRA has a high 
priority need for 
decision making and 
action in order to 
ensure a reliable water 
supply to customers in 
the Little River 
Watershed
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TimePresent 2080

Potential Futures of the BRA LRS

Future A

Future B

Future C

Future D

Future E

What do the futures look 
like in the next 10 years?

What do the futures look like 
between 2040 and 2060?

What do the futures 
look like at 2080?

What is a Planning Scenario?
Describes a particular set of future conditions 
the BRA’s LRS IWRP will evaluate and plan for
• Future Climate?
• More Significant Drought of Record?
• Demand Growth?

Planning Scenarios
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Summary of Capital Cost Estimates vs Max 

Estimated Yield

Carrizo-Wilcox GW (Bastrop) 

Carrizo-Wilcox GW (Lee) 

Carrizo-Wilcox GW (Milam/Burleson) 

Carrizo-Wilcox GW (Robertson/Brazos) 

Trinity GW (Bell) 

Trinity GW (Will iamson) 

Brazos to Belton Pipeline* 

Brazos to Granger Pipeline* 

Somervil le to Granger Pipeline*

Ring Dike Storage

Granger Realloca�on

Raise dam at Georgetown

Acquisi�on of other water rights

San Gabriel return flows

Brushy Creek return flows 

Nolan Creek return flows 

Expand WCRRWL capacity**

Granger ASR
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*The imported water strategies all assume that sufficient yield is available from the Brazos Mainstem 
system; additional new strategies will be required elsewhere in the Brazos Basin to create sufficient yield, 
such as the Lake Whitney reallocation project.

**Strategy does not produce additional firm yield; supply volume reported is the modeled additional 
conveyance capacity from Stillhouse to Georgetown. 
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